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GREETINGS TO ALL 
     Given the success of our combined activities this year, we are now making this joint 
newsletter of the French Politics Group of the American Political Science Association and the 
French Politics and Policy Group of the Political Science Association in the UK a regular 
feature. With this newsletter we add a new section, APSA-PSA Collaboration.   We extend our 
continued thanks to both the APSA and the PSA for providing the funding to make this all 
possible.  
  We continue to develop our European connections through more active collaboration 
with French political scientists, including Kay Lawson’s efforts to organize an APSA panel of 
scholars from France and sending this newsletter to the French Political Science Association’s e-
mail list.  
  On the US-side, we are pleased to announce our new homepage at 
http://www.wsu.edu/~frg/.   Thanks to financial contributions form Carol Wilson and Kay 
Lawson and the FPG members who came forward to serve on our committees, we will be 
awarding for the first time the Frank L. Wilson APSA Best paper award and the Georges Lavau 
Best Dissertation Award; both to be announced at next year’s APSA FPG’s festivities.  In the 
UK,  the first PSA Vincent Wright Memorial Award was given out for the best paper on French 
Politics presented at the PSA meetings last year.  
  If you have any comments, suggestions or questions about the newsletter or about either 
group, please don’t hesitate to contact either of us. As always, much appreciation for your time 
and support.  
Amicalement, 
  Robert and Amy  
 
PSA-APSA Collaboration 
 
2003-04 --The first collaboration began in 2000 when the PSA provided funds for two PSA 
members to present papers on a French Politics panel at the annual APSA.   In 2004-05, the 
PSA-APSA collaboration reached a new institutionalized level with travel support provided for 
by each Association for members to present research papers at the annual meetings.   The PSA 
and the French Politics group of the PSA covered travel expenses for Andrew Appleton and 
Amy Mazur to present papers on two different French Politics panels at the PSA annual meetings 
in April in Lincoln, UK --  and APSA awarded a foreign scholar travel grant to Jocelyn Evans 
(University of Salford) to present a paper on a French Politics panel at this year’s meeting.  
 
2004-05--The UK group will continue to make available an extensive reading list on French 
Politics to members of APSA-FPG (e-mail Robert Elgie). Following from a highly productive 



business meeting at the APSA meetings in Chicago, with members of both groups attending, the 
two groups agreed to propose a short course on teaching French politics in political science 
classes (see below). In addition to funding support for next year’s  APSA reception from the 
PSA, we will continue to work with Bahram Rajaee at APSA to secure continued travel funding 
for PSA members to attend next year’s APSA meetings. A short essay on this collaboration will 
be appearing in the professional journal of APSA – PS in December.  
 
News of the French Politics Groups-APSA 
 
APSA, Chicago, September 2-5th 2004--  We had over 50 people attend the following three 
panels: Contemporary Dynamics of the French Political System: Continuity or Change 
(Co Sponsored by the European Politics and Society Section); Roundtable in Memory of Roy 
Pierce; New Politics, Parties, and Cleavages (Co sponsored with EPS). To download the papers, 
go to http://apsanet.org/mtgs. 
 
Plans for Next Year’s APSA Meetings--With excellent input from Jocelyn Evans, Ben Clift, 
Bill Saffran, Michael Bosia, Kay Lawson and Andrew Appleton at our annual business meeting, 
we are moving ahead with the following plans for next year’s meetings.  
  Pre- Conference Short Course  

Each year, the Wednesday before the APSA meeting is devoted to a “short course 
format” that may last a whole or half day.  We will design a half-day short course for 
political science teachers to provide  materials and suggestions on how to integrate 
French politics issues into general classes on political science.  We will contact the Italian 
Politics group to get tips about a similar workshop on Italian politics they organized at 
this year’s meeting.   Anyone interested in participating in the workshop, providing 
materials or ideas for the workshop, should contact Amy Mazur.  The deadline is not 
until mid March, so we do have time to organize this.  

 Panels  
We were awarded two panel slots for next year’s meetings.  If we have enough paper 
proposals, we have the option of making a request for a third panel.   Whatever panels are 
presented, we will seek co sponsorship with the Organized section of European Politics. 
This means that we formally sponsor four panels.  Pease submit all paper proposals to 
Amy Mazur.  The overall theme of next year’s conference is “Mobilizing Democracy"; it 
would be great if paper proposals focused on some aspect of this issue in the context of 
French Politics. Also, let her know if you would be interested in being  a discussant or 
chair.  Please make your submissions no later than January 1st.   
Reception  
The French Politics groups of both APSA and PSA are looking to co sponsor a reception 
at APSA with the French consulate, the French Politics Journal and Washington State 
University.  

  
Frank L. Wilson Best APSA Paper Award--Nominations for  papers on French politics 
presented at last year’s APSA meeting are being accepted for the newly created award.  Send 
them to Andrew Appleton at appleton@wsu.edu. Committee for 2004 Award: Chair: Andrew 
Appleton (Washington State University ), Members:  Catherine Fieschi (University of 
Nottingham), William Saffran (University of Colorado – Boulder), John Keeler (University of 



Washington).   
 
Georges Lavau Dissertation Award-- The FPG will be selecting the best dissertation on French 
Politics to honor renowned French political scientist Georges Lavau.  The award was first made 
in 1991 and is given every three years.  Since 1998, it covers dissertations that are uniquely on 
French Politics or have a significant component on French politics, for example a chapter on 
France.   This year’s committee will consider dissertations defended in the years 1999-2004.   
Dissertations must be in English.  Submissions may be made by the author of the dissertation or 
his/her chair.  All submissions must be made through the e-mail and should be sent to the entire 
committee to their e-mails below.  The submission deadline is March 1st, 2005.Committee: 
Chair, Jonah Levy (University of Berkeley) --jlevy@socrates.Berkeley.EDU; Karen Bird 
(McMaster University) --kbird@univmail.cis.mcmaster.ca; Vincent Hoffmann-Martinot (Institut 
d’Etudes Politiques- Bordeaux) --v.hoffmann-martinot@wanadoo.fr. 
 
Fund Raising--  The FPG agreed two years ago that we need to have funds for prize money for 
both awards.  Ideally, we would like to have a large enough endowment to generate the prize 
money each year.  Our overall endowment target for both awards combined is $10,000, yielding 
$200 per year.  An account for the two awards has been set-up in the Department of Political 
Science at Washington State University.  Once we reach $5000 the monies will be invested 
through the WSU development program. Until then, we will use contributions directly in funding 
the prize money-- $100 for each award per year.  Last year, we only raised $250, just enough to 
cover the prizes for this year. As you can see, we have a long way to go!!! If you would like to 
make a contribution to either award, please fill out the attached form and send your contribution 
to Amy Mazur.  Obtaining prize money for the awards will make a big difference in making 
them more legitimate and institutionalized over the long haul.  
 
 Website –Our new website, http://www.wsu.edu/~frg/,  is now up and running.  Thanks go to 
Michelle Williams for managing it.  If you have any revisions, materials to be posted, links, etc., 
please e-mail them to Amy Mazur.     
 
News of the French Policy and Politics Group-PSA 
 
  Annual PSA conference in Leeds, 5-7 April 2005 -- The French Politics and Policy 
Group is hoping to hold a panel on Developments in French Politics at the annual PSA 
conference at the University of Leeds in April 2005. The panel is proposed by Prof. Alistair Cole 
(Cardiff University) and will coincide with the launch of Developments in French Politics 3 
published by Palgrave Macmillan and edited by Alistair Cole, Patrick Le Galès and Jonah Levy. 
For more information about the PSA conference go to: 
http://www.psa.ac.uk/con_and_app/psaconf.htm 
 

PSA Vincent Wright Memorial Award-- Earlier this year, the Group decided that we 
would like to honour the late Vincent Wright's contribution to the study of French Politics. To 
this end, we decided that it would be appropriate to make an award for the best paper with a 
substantial French component given at the PSA annual conference. We decided that we would 
call the award the Vincent Wright Award and that the winner would receive a cheque for £100. 

After careful consideration and a process of external review, we are delighted to 



announce that the first recipient of the Vincent Wright Award is Dr Jonathan Perraton at the 
University of Sheffield for his paper ' The French Model of Capitalism - Sick Man of Europe? A 
Comparative Perspective'. The external assessor, Prof David Hanley, said that it was "an 
impressive piece which makes the reader think anew about the exceptionalism or otherwise of 
the French economy".  The paper can be downloaded from the proceedings website: 
http://www.psa.ac.uk/cps/2004M-R.htm#P 
 
 Research conferences--The Group tries to organize a conference at least once every two 
years. We would welcome suggestions for our 2005 annual conference. Please send any 
suggestions, however tentative, to Robert Elgie (robert.elgie@dcu.ie). 
 

Teaching Initiatives 2002-05--In 2002, the Group introduced a teaching-related 
initiative. We encouraged Group members to submit their own French Politics reading lists to the 
Chair of the Group with a view to them being made available to all Group members on request. 
The idea behind this move was that it would help Group members, particularly newer members 
to the profession, to draw up their own up-to-date reading lists more easily. Over the course of 
the year, we have now built up a good stock of reading lists and members are starting to avail of 
them. If you would like to receive a copy of any of the reading lists, then please contact Robert 
Elgie (robert.elgie@dcu.ie).. 

Also in 2002, we introduced another teaching-related initiative. We invited members to 
request small amounts of funding to help organise French Politics-related seminars for students. 
Here, the aim was to encourage colleagues in one University to invite speakers from nearby 
Universities to come and give a talk to students, or to hold a roundtable for students.  If you 
would like to request any funds, then please contact Steve Griggs (S.F.Griggs@bham.ac.uk). 
 
 
 



CONTRIBUTION FORM FOR FRENCH POLITICS GROUP AWARDS 
 
Please fill out the following form and send it to Amy Mazur, Department of Political Science, 
Washington State University, Box 644880, Pullman WA 99163-4880.  Checks should be made 
payable to the Department of Political Science-WSU.  A receipt for your records will be sent to 
you. This is a tax deductible contribution  
 
 
NAME: __________________________________________________________ 
 
DEPARTMENT: ___________________________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL: _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION: _________________________ 
 
SPECIFIC AWARD (IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPECIFY) 
 
_____ FRANK L. WILSON BEST APSA PAPER AWARD 
 
 _____ GEORGES LAVAU DISSERTATION AWARD 
 
 
 


